
                                                                                                                        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EUROPEAN HOUSE BORER 
RISK MANAGEMENT  

 
 
The aim of this document is to provide an overview of the European 
House Borer, how it could impact on property owners and occupiers, 
and what precautionary measures can be introduced to mitigate 
infestation of softwood and prevent further EHB spread by human 
movement of softwood articles. 
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EHB Management____________________________________  
 
 
 
1.       Introduction  
 
European House Borer (EHB), Hylotrupes bajulus Linnaeus, is a destructive pest of 
seasoned (dry) softwood timber, including pine, fir and spruce (Pinus, Abies, Picea 
and Pseudotsuga). 
 
EHB is found in Europe, the Middle East (Turkey), North Africa, South Africa, South 
America, the United States, China and Asia Minor. The wood borer probably came 
into WA in a piece of pine timber as larvae.  
 
EHB is usually found in dead pinewood or the deadwood inclusions of live pine trees 
and untreated structural pine timber and pine articles derived from these trees. 

 
 

Life cycle of European House Borer 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
Adult borer:  Adult beetles are brownish-black to black and have a slightly flattened 
appearance. The beetle’s wings are usually all black and may have distinctive white patches. 
The top surface of the first body segment behind the head has two raised, black, shiny knobs 
like eyes. Adults are about 8-25mm in length with antennae about half as long as the body. 
 
The adult beetles emerge from oval-shaped holes, about 5-10mm in length,   running with the 
grain on the surface of infested timber.  

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Eggs: The adult borer lays eggs into cracks & joints (batches of up to 120 eggs. 
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Life cycle of European House Borer 
 

 
 

 
 

                                                           

 
 
 
 
 
              

 
Larvae:  borer larvae hatch from eggs and live for two to twelve years. Larvae are elongated   
and cylindrical with an enlarged and flattened head. The length varies up to 4cm. 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

Exit holes:  oval-shaped holes 5-10mm in length running with the grain. Frass, a mixture of           
fine powdery particles of wood dust and pellets of excrement, can sometimes be found below 
infested timber where adult beetles have emerged from holes. 
 
 
 

 
 
  

 
 
 
 

 
 

Structural damage: galleries are formed by the boring larvae and are frequently packed 
with frass. Galleries rarely break through the timber surface and therefore seldom   
detected. 
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2. Government Regulation 
 
The European House Borer (Hylotrupes bajulus) is a declared animal in respect of 
the whole of the State and every part of the State. 
 
The Western Australian government introduced the Agriculture and Related 
Resources Protection (European House Borer) Regulations 2006. To view a 
complete copy of the Regulations, visit the State Law Publisher web site at 
www.slp.wa.gov.au .  
  
Under the regulations, infested sites generate Restricted Movement Zones (RMZ), 
with restrictions as follows:  
 
Bringing untreated pinewood into RMZ  
Movement is not generally restricted. However, a person may be issued a written 
notice prohibiting pinewood movement into the RMZ if an authorised person believes 
that the presence of the pinewood in the RMZ will increase the risk of EHB spread. 
 
Removing pinewood from RMZ  
Untreated seasoned pinewood  that has been in a RMZ for 72 hours or more must 
not be removed from that RMZ unless: 

·  The pinewood is pinewood pieces of less than 100 cm³; or 
·  The pinewood has been stored in a suitable building or enclosure or    

has been fully enclosed in plastic wrapping or other authorised material 
to prevent exposure to EHB; or  

·  The pinewood has been treated with a preservative in accordance with 
the relevant standards; or  

·  The pinewood has been chemically fumigated or heat treated in 
accordance with the regulations; or  

·  Written authorisation has been given by an authorised person. 
 
Note: “seasoned pinewood” is pinewood that has a moisture content of 20% or less 
when tested in accordance with the Australian Standard. 
 
Unseasoned pinewood  must not be removed from a RMZ during the control period 
(from 1 September until 30 April) unless the movement is authorised by an 
authorised person. 
 
Penalty  – fines ranging from $500 to $2000 may be applied to breach of 
Regulations. 
 

Visit the EHB website at www.ehb.wa.gov.au  or call 1800 084 881 for 
more information on the restrictions or for detaile d maps of RMZs.  
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3. Impact on Property Owner and Business Operations  
 

Legal requirement:   
 

The owner and occupier of property have a legal obligation to comply with 
government regulation and implement strategies to manage potential EHB infested 
host material on site.  
 

Movement interstate is subject to various State quarantine requirements and for 
overseas movement contact AQIS for export requirements. 
 

Permanent structures in RMZ: 
 

Where pine is used as a building construction element in a RMZ, it must be suitable 
for hazard level H2 or higher.  

The Building Code of Australia (Section 3, Part 3.4.3 Timber Framing) references 
AS1684.2 Clause 1.8 ‘Durability’ which requires that “structural timber shall have the 
level of durability appropriate for the relevant climate and expected service life and 
conditions including exposure to insect attack”. 

References - Building Commission Advisory Notes 2009/002 and 2009/004 

                           -  Local Government Building Services licence approval  

 

Movement of timber out of RMZ:  
 

Handling practices that involve delivery and despatch of untreated pine (e.g. lumber, 
pallet, glut, crate and box packaging etc) may require changes to current 
management procedures.    

 

·  Consider use of treated pine or non-susceptible materials. 

·  Notify supplier and sub-contractor of imposed restrictions. 

·  Use pest resistant storage buildings, containers or coverings to prevent EHB 
infestation of untreated softwood. 

·  Remedial chemical or heat treatment of RMZ exposed softwood at an 
approved industrial facility will kill EHB.  

·  Waste timber may be destroyed by chipping, burning or burial to eradicate 
pest infestation. 

·  Dispose of waste pine through local government collections or refuse facility. 
Private collection service providers may be authorised to remove pine waste.  

·  Call 1800 084 881 for more information. 
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4. Recommended Risk Management Plan 
 

Site risk assessment:  

·  Identify EHB host timber on-site (i.e. pine trees, building material and pine 
articles). 

·  Inspect untreated timber for signs of EHB. 

·  Consider pest control inspection.  

·  Call 1800 084 881 to report evidence of EHB activity. 

 

Handling protocol:  

·  Unseasoned pinewood – call 1800 084 881 to arrange inspection and 
authorised movement conditions during control period beginning on 1 
September in any year and ending on 30 April in the next year. 

·  Untreated seasoned pinewood – identify on arrival and store in pest resistant 
building, container or authorised material wrap. 

·  Exposed seasoned pinewood – timber exposed to potential EHB infestation 
for 72 hours or more must be dealt with as potentially EHB infested. 

1. Call 1800 084 881 to request inspection and movement authorisation prior 
to removal from RMZ. 

2. Separate and secure timber for inspection. 

3. Notify supplier or sub-contractor of restrictions imposed to permit removal 
from RMZ. 

 

Suitable storage: 

·  Building or enclosure to have no gaps greater than 2 x 3mm. 

·  Written notice will be issued to declare a building or structure unsuitable 
for the storage of susceptible timber. 

 

Manner in which pinewood to be treated 

·  Fumigation, heat and preservative treatments in accordance with 
regulation. 

·  Call 1800 084 881 for further information. 
 

Manner in which pinewood to be destroyed   

·  Timber can be chipped, burned or buried in accordance with regulation. 

·  Waste removal services can be authorised to remove pine. 

·  Call 1800 084 881 for further information. 
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5. Property Activity Survey – EHB Restricted Movement Zone 
 
Please complete & return page8 survey following site risk assessment and any changes 
implemented. Your cooperation is appreciated and will assist in efforts to contain EHB. 
 

Email: info@agric.wa.gov.au  Fax:      (08) 9366 2397 
 

Post:                              EHB RESPONSE 
                                100 BOUGAINVILLEA AVE 
                                 FORRESTFIELD WA 6058 
 
    

 

                                                                                                 YES             NO 

1. Any pine trees present on property 

2. Any untreated pine form part of permanent structures 

3. Do any untreated pine articles transit property 

4. If yes, do any articles remain for 72 hours or more 

5. If yes, are articles secure in pest resistant structure 

6. Please describe structure – 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 

___________________________________________________________________ 

7. Do you dispose of waste pine 

8. If yes, how? 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

CONTACT PERSON  
 

TITLE  

 

BUSINESS NAME  
 

ADDRESS  
 

PHONE NUMBER  

 
 


